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Virginia State Conservative Commit¬
tee..The State Conservative Committee as¬

sembled in Richmond on Tuesday. The fol¬
lowing members were present: Resident.
Messrs. R. T. Daniel, Robert Ould, A. M.
Keiley, Joseph Mayo, jr., W. 1>. Coleman, Al¬
bert Ordway, Wm. Lovenstein and J. R. Fish¬
er. Consulting.Messrs. 11. W. Thomas, Fair¬
fax: Sidney Smith, Williamsburg; A. B. Wool
dridue, Chesterfield; F. I>. Irvin, Cumberland;
W. I). Quesenberry, Caroline; J. H. Chamber-
layne, Petersburg; W. M. Watts, Roanoke;
J. 11 Youne, llenrico; J. R. Kilby, Nanse-
mond, and J. IX Rodgers, Kin? Geortre.
The resignations ot' ex-Gov. Wm. Smith, of

Fauquier, and Col. A. C. Cummings. of Wash¬
ington, were accepted, and Col. James V.
Brooke, of Fauquier, was elected in place of
Mr, Smith, aud Gen. A. L. Prideiuore, of Lee,
in place of Mr. Cummings.

Consulting members were authorized to ap¬
point financial agents in their respective dis¬
tricts and instructed to report the same to the
resident executive committee.
The committee proceeded to the appoint¬

ment of assistaut Congressional electors, Sena¬
torial electors and county electors, which, after
being nearly completed, was referred to the
resident executive committee for completion
and publication. The following resolution, of¬
fered by Mr. Wooldridge, was adopted :

Resolved. That where delegates have been
regularly selected before the plan of organiza¬
tion was adopted for District or Congressional
Conventions, it will be unnecessary to select
other delegates, and that those delegates will
be admitted in any Congressional Convention
aud allowed to cast the vote of the county or

township which they represent.
J he action of the resideut members in amend¬

ing the baMs o 1 representation in conventions,
so as to base lcprcseutation upon the Conserva¬
tive vote instead of upou population, was taken
up for consideration, and caused a long and an¬

imated debate. Finally, the action of the resi
dent committee was approved by a vote of 'J
to 8.

The Virginia Agbktltural College at
Blacksbhig..The fourth clause of the second
section of the act appropriating the laud scrip
is in these words:
"A number of students equal to the number

of rueniburs of the House of l*o egates, to be
apportioned in the same manner, shall have the
privilege of attending said college without
charge for tuition, use of laboratories or public
buildings, to be selected by the school trustees
of the respective counties, cities, and election
districts for said delegates, with reference to the
highest proficiency aud good character, from
the white tuale students of the !ree schools of
their respective counties, cities, aud election
districts: or, in their discretion, from others
than those attending said free schools.''
The fourth section of the same act is as fol-

lows:
"The said students, privileged to attend said

college without charge for tuition, u.seoflabo
ratories or public buildings, shall be selected as
soon as maybe after the establishment of the
said school, and each second year thereafter;
provided, that on the recommendation of the
Faculty of said college for more than ordinary
diligence and proficiency any student may lie
returned by said trustees fur a longer period."
The price of table board at Blacksburg is only

$12 per month, and the Board of Visitors will
try to keep it at that rate, so that for a session
often months the State students can attend the
new college at a cost of not probabiy exceeding
§150 for board, lodging, fuel, and lights : Sl'oO
will probably coverall the expenses, except
clothing which last will not be expensive ifsome
simple uniform be adopted. To those who pay
tuition, the additional expense is only $4n.

The Letter of Mr. James Lyons, to which
we have recently referred, and in which lie
quotes a very objectionable article from the New
York Tribune, published during the war, and
attributes it to Mr. Greeley, is largely circulat¬
ed by the Radical partv in the South, to stir
up political bitterness against 3Ir. Greeley.
The Baltimore Gazette says that the words im¬
puted to Mr. Greeley were not his, but were
taken from a book published about that time.
We have not a word in defence of the senti¬
ment to which reference is made, or any pallia¬
tion to offer for it. But let justice be done. Mr.
Greeley, no doubt, said and did many things,
which we considered theu and consider now, as
wrong; but others said and did things wrong,
who are not denounced now as Mr. Greeley is.
We dare say Mr. G. himself will acknowledge
that there was in fHe Tribuue, during the war,
many "a line which he would wish to blot,1'and
articles were, doubtless, inserted in the Tribune
which he did not approve when he saw them
rhere, after they had appeared, and which he
would not hesitate to disapprove at this day.
But do not let words and sentiments, uot his
own, be charged upon him.

Amongst the proceedings in a New York
Court, lately, the following cases are given in
the New York Express:."William Chambers
was tried in the Court of Oyer and Terminer,
Brooklyn, for the murder of a man named
Yoorhis. His counsel, Mr. Ilowe, put in the
plea of insanify, and Chambers was acquitted;
but Judge Barnard sent him to the Utica Lu¬
natic Asylum. James Burns, who shot and
killed Patrick Halloran in a Bowery driukiog
saloon, was tried in the General Sessions. Mr.
Howe was his counsel, and interposed the pleaof insanity. The jury acquitted the prisoner,and the Court sent him to the Utica Asylum.Mr. Howe then made application to JudgePratt, sitting in the Supreme Bench, for a writof habeas corpus in each case. The writs wereissued, aud upon the return day Mr. Howe ex¬
pects to show that his clients are not insane,and should not be confined in the Utica Asy¬lum. 1 his is using the plea of insanity tosome purpose.

The "water famine," as it is called, exists in
many of our cities. We observe in the Balti¬
more American some remarks on this subject,
to the following effect:."John Smith wants
to know if he has not the right to use his street
hose, after having paid his water rent. To be
sure he has, but suppose there is no water in
the reservoirs, what then ? He must do with¬
out it and suffer the injustice, or demand his
money back. But suppose there is water

enough to do his washing aoil cooking and
drinking for two weeks if he don't use the
street hose, or for only one week if he does use

it, will he be stupid enough to go on squirting
it over the street for the one week, and fake
the chances for the next ? 1 opine not. The
way for John Smith and for every other good
citizen to do, in cases of emergency, is to reeu-

late himself by the public exigency and saffcr
a little personal incouvenicucc for the public
good."
A letter from Fredericksburg, Yra., says :.

"There is a most determined feeling here to

prevent the Mace-O'Baldwin prize fight, an¬

nounced to take place near here within two

weeks. The sheriff has resolved to call out a

sufficient number of determined men to pre¬
vent a breach of the peace and the violation of
the laws of the Commonwealth. It was sug¬

gested that the aid «>f the United States troops
at the Potomac flirts be obtained, but that was

not deemed necessary as the civil power will be
able to raise a force ample for every emergency.
The State of Virginia has been several times
disgraced by these brutal exhibitions, and the
still more disgraceful conduct of the hundreds
of roughs and scoundrels, the scum ofthe great
cities, who gather on such occasions, so that it
is now determined to prevent a recurrence of
such scenes within the State. It is stated that
the expedition will be fitted out in Baltimore."

A letter from Leavenworth Kansas, says
that it has transpired that frauds to a very

largo extent are being perpetrated upon the
Government by making up claims for fieii-
tiou> persons from whom property was taken
for Col. Jennisou's regiment in Jackson couu-

ty, Missouri. in 1861 and IStiJ. Jennison is

alleged to have sworn to one claim of one P.
K. Moss, a rebel of Independence, for $5o,80U,
when responsible parties affirm that his loss did
not exceed £2,oi>0.

"Assessments" fur party purposes are, ac¬

cording to the civil service law, not allowed in
the government offices, but '"voluntary subscrip¬
tions for party political purposes," are not in¬
terfered with, or rather are eucourazed. The
office holders think they know <»u which side
their bread is buttered, and will "voluntarily"
subscribe. But there is such a thing a,s being
mistaken, even as to "buttering bread."

We have received a copy of Mr. A II. Ste¬
phens's compendium of the History of the Uni¬
ted States from the earliest settlement to H7i\
This work is designed to answer the purpose of
a text bonk iti schools and colleges as well as to

meet the wants of general readers. It is pre¬
pared with system and care, and will be a use¬

ful and popular book. Messrs. E. (j. Hale &
Son, New York, are the publishers.
The American fleet, which has been for some

weeks at Portsmouth, (Eng. )is going to Cowes,
where it will be inspected by the Prince and
Princess of Wales, and probably Queen Vic¬
toria. The Prince will entertain Rear-Admiral
Alden and a number of other officers. Similar
courtesies will be extended to them by the
Mayor of Southampton.
A letter from Winchester, iu the Baltimore

American, says that "there is plenty of moist¬
ure in the clouds, aud if a six gnu battery keeps
up a heavy cannonading for twenty-four hours
we will have plenty of rain." By all means,
then let us have the "six guu battery" at

work in all directions."

Jolio W. Bau^htuan, esq., editor of the
Frederick Citizen, died in Frederick City, Md.,
yesterday morning. He had been ill for some¬

time. His journal was a leading and influen¬
tial democratic paper, and he was an able aud
excellent man.

The commencement exercises at St. John's
College, Anuapolis, took place yesterday, under
lavorable auspices. We are always t^lad to hear
good accouuts of this venerable institution,
among whose graduates have been many able
and distinguished men.

Wuj. P. Wood, of Old Capitol memory, and
a government agent in various matters, is now
Gguring about as a politician, "blowing up"
the present Administration atreuts, and speak¬
ing and acting against his late friends gene¬
rally.
The public debt statement for the month, to

be issued from the Treasury Department to¬
day, will show a rather small decrease, between
one and two millions onty, as the payments this
month have been heavy aud the reeipts rather
light.

___________

The reported Diamond deposits fbuud in
California, in the country bordering on Arizona
and New Mexico, will probably cause another
rush to that reginti.
Rev. Mr. Goodrich, of Virginia, has been in¬

vited by the Vestry of Trinity Church (Epis¬
copal) Upper Marlboro,' Md., to take the va¬

cant Rectorship of that Parish.
It is said that Mr. Sumner's recent letter has

created quite a sensation in Montgomery, Ala¬
bama, among the colored men. They have
'Taith" in Sumner.

Wc wait with patieuce for news from the
North.Carolina election, which takes place to¬
day, hoping for the best.

In many districts around Philadelphia hay is
the chief market crop. The land is kept. up by
return loads of manure.

Littell's Living Age, for this week, lias a se¬
lection of excellent articles from the late Brit¬
ish periodicals.
God. Kilpatrick, has sued the New York

Times for libel.

Washington News..The primary nomina¬
ting election of the Chipman wing of the lladi-
.cal party has been iu4)rogress. The voting in
all the districts was fbr delegates to the con¬
gressional nominating convention, and in manyof them for a nominee for House of Delegates.The delegations chosen were with scarcely an

exception pronounced Chipman men.
The cost of the decorations of the graves of

the Uniou soldiers in the cemetaries ucar this
city on the 30th of May last is reported at
$1,047.38. There remains a balance of $55'J
34 in the hands of the committee of the Grand
Army which had charge of the work.
Mary Harris, whose shootiug of the clerk

Burroughs, at the Treasury Department a few
years since, gave her much notoriety, attempt¬ed suicide by taking laudanum at a house nearfeuuallytowo a few days since. Physicianswere called in and her life saved.Daniel Mc(Jaoo, fluur inspectop- in George¬town, reports total inspections for the monthof July as 3.476 barrels ol all grades, but tuost-ly extra and family.

NF.WN OF THK DAY.

" To show the very age and l#nty of the Time*"

Id the lower part of Cecil county, Md., on

Monday night, a con> table arrested two color¬
ed men on the charge of burning a house in
Kent county, and he was bringing them and a

colored witness to Elkton, to be committed to

jail, till demanded by the Kent county authori¬
ties. A party of disguised men waylaid the
party and took possession of tiie prisoners. The
officer came on to Elkton and reported the af¬
fair. Next morning search was made and oue

of the colored men was found hanging on a tree.

The others had not been found at the last ad¬
vices, although a rumor prevailed that the oue

committed as a witness had returned to his
home.
Iu Baltimore Inst night a fire broke nut in

warehouse No. 41 West Ljuubard street, oe-

cupied by Joseph S. Finch «fc Co., wholesale
liquor dealers. The loss is estimated at from
$J0,(MM) to $1.mostly covered by insurance.
About 11:30 o'clock a lire broke out in the
large iivo-story warehouse, Baltimore street,
Occupied by Drost, Jordan <fc Co., wholesale
uotioD dealers. The tire swept the whole
building from basement to loft, destroying a

Iart'e stock of goods.
Burkhardt ilei/.-lcr, at Uochoster, N. V..

who recently obtained a divorce from his wife,
discovered her la.it night in company with her
paramour, Jacob (juetziiian. He struck tlw
latter a fearful blow in the face, and then shot
hiiu through the heart. The woman escaped.
Uetzcler then shot himself.
A diamond fever is now raging in California.

The discovery of large deposits of dianionJs
near the Arizona border has been reported. An
agent sent out from San Francisco is said to
have returned with precious stones of great

II. K. Whittlesey, money receiving clerk lor

Adams Express Company, in Cincinnati, was

arrested yesterday on a charge of embezzle¬
ment. lie had taken ^J.OUO, which was re¬

covered.
The Governor of Arkansas has notified the

turbuleut spirits in i'ope county, that it'they
do-not cease in their unlawful demonstrations
that he will declare maitial law throughout the

county.
While a circus was passing through the

streets of Terre Haute, Ind.. yesteiday, an

adroit theif entered a bank, the officers beiug
intently gazing upon the show, and helped
himself to about MX I.

31ichael Lowcry, in New York, last night
threw his wife from a third-story window to
she pavement. Tim woman cannot recover.

The City Hank of Memphis, Term., stispend-
ed yesterday, its liabilities being $"»*».<>(>0 and
assets unknown.

In New York yesterday oue hundred thous¬
and tons of Scranton coal were sold at. prices
ranging from --2 to to y5.
Spotted Tail and 1ns party paid a farewell

visit to the Interior Department yesterday.
Letter from Cnlpeper Co.

I Correspondence of the Richmond Enquirer.)
(Vi.PKi'PKit, .1 Illy *27.. 1 love the old county

and lu-r people well. In former and better
days I have had many happv times among her
geucrous, warm-hearted,hospitable people, and
the memory of iheni now is saddened l»y the
knowledge that many of those good fellows
that I knew in the past, have gone to 't hat bourne
whence no traveller returns." Culpcper h one
of the most fertile counties in Virginia. Upou
her soil has been raised the largest crop of corn,
per acre (save one larger in lveutucks), that
has ever been growu in the United States,
within my knowledge. Upon the estate now
owned by Powhatan Robertson, Ivq , formerly
of Richmond, Dr. George Morion. win) was
thou the owner of it,iu IS4i> produoeed upon an

acre, a gill less than 100 bushels. J he land
and the corn were both measured, and a state¬
ment ol the tacts with an account ol the meth¬
od ofcultivation was published in the Southern
Planter, of that year, I think.

Culpcper, during the war, was the passage¬
way for both armies. Several battled were

fought within its borders, and her sons did
their duty for the Lost Cause. All the fences
were burnt, much of the timber cut down and
desolation spread broadcast everywhere. It is
wonderful to see how the people have recupe¬
rated. The farms have been fenced in,and are uu-
dcr tolerable cultivation. I fie wheat crop t his
year is not first rate, but the coru is looking
very well, and. with prosperous weather, will
make a good yield. The farmers have estab¬
lished a Piedmont. Agricultural Society, which
will hold its first fair, at this place, in October
next. The fair grounds contain about fifty
five acres, arc neatly fenced in. and suitable
buildings aud stalls for horses, cattle and sheep
are being buit. An excellent half mile track
for the exercise of horses has been prepared,
and every arrangement will be made to make
the fair grounds attractive and the exhibition
successful. The officers of the society are.
Gen. Jas. L. Kemper, president, and S. S.
Hradford, Gen. James G. Field, B. Johnson
Barbour, J. Horace Lacy and John G. Lane,
vice-presidents. Mr. S. S. Bradford, who is
also chairman of the executive committee, is
very energectic in pushing forward the prepa¬
rations for the fair, with the co operation of
the well-known gentlemen above named, which
if fully given, there cau be no such thing as
failure.
A novel feature of the fair will be, as I was

told, an exhibition of fat women and childreu.
and judging from the specimens which I have
seen in this place, old Culpcper will be hard to
beat in these respects. These fairs will be pro-duetivc of much good to the agricultural inter¬
ests. I hope they may be inaugurated in
every section of the State. They will create
emulation among the farmers, increase their
knowledge of farming, enable them to observe
and obtain the best implements in their busi¬
ness. and diffuse among them a more a gene¬
ral spirit of progress aud improvement; all of
which will lead to a more thorough and better
cultivation of the soil, and, of conscquence,
greater prosperity to the State. These district
fairs will also act as adjuncts to our State Fair
in Richmond, ami are calculated to give it
greater success. The great want of Virginia
now is intelligent farmers, and every method
of promoting agricultural knowledge should be
fostered and promoted.
The Conservatives, generally, in this section

will vote for Greecley and Brown. Colonel
Mosby, in Fauquier, may carry off some few
against them, but his influence will not vail
much. The people have taken the lead in this
matter, and their quondam leaders will be com¬
pelled to follow or be left behind. They want
a change in the administration of the govern¬
ment, and they mean to have it by electingGreeley over Grant. From all I have seen and
heard in the .North, at the Baltimore Conven¬
tion. and in the South, I am confident that the
philosopher of Chappaqna will be our next
President.

A Grateful Man..A man entered a New¬
ark restaurant the other day, and after eatingcucumbers, tomatoes, squash, cgg-plaots, wa¬
termelons, beets, aud olives, witli a properquantity of meat, and seven dishes of ice cream
aud a puuud of raisins and nuts, told the cash¬
ier that "the greatest of these is charity."' The
cashier merely got some change ready. The
grave stranger helped himself to half a tum¬
blerful of wooden toothpicks and continued.
"Money I have none, good brother in the Lord,but your charity shall be rewarded in heaven,"
and without more ado proceeded calmly toward
the door. 1

VIKCIIN1A SUM'S

The Masonic'choir of the District of Colum¬
bia are now practicing for an excursion to (he
mouotaios of Virginia. The trip is to include
a visit to Staunton, where the brethren are

makinp arrangements fur the illuminatioD ol
"Wier's Cave." Thence the choir will pro¬
ceed to Lexington, and trom there to the Nat¬
ural Bridge. From the bridge the excursion
isls will proceed to Greenbrier White Sulphur
Springs. The time for this trip is confiued to
one week, commencing August 19th.

Col. Wm. Henderson French, of Mercer
county, West Va., died at his home, near

Princeton, on Monday last. lie lias been in
both houses of the Virginia Legislature, and
was Colonel of the 17th Va. Cavalry, under
Gen. Jenkins. Those who are familiar with
his tall person, and imposing physique, will lie
surprised to learn that h« died of consumption.
The Board of Public Works has directed the

representative of the State in the directory of
the llichtiiund and York River Railroad Com¬
pany to co operate with the private stockhold¬
ers in the necessary legal slfps to obtain aji in¬
junction against the adverti.-ed fonvd sale of
the road.
The population of' Leeshiirg is as follows:

Whites (within corporation limits) '.KJ; eolor-
ed. 5*7; total l,i»7"". white and colored imme¬
diately un the suburb'*, 11/J.
Most of the delegates to the Radical Conven¬

tion to nominate a candidate for Congress, froui
the Richmond District, will vote lor J. Amblyr
Smith, of Richmond, as their nominee.

LoVK, RiVaFJIY AND HKVKNCiR.. Ill a Paris
paper there is a marvelous story of love, rival¬
ry and revenue, the revenge being of'the most
novel kind. Orlando Farneriui. a \ enecian
sciftnific professor, fell violently in love with
the daughter of a baker in the neighborhood,
but the young lady had previously vested her
affections in a young tailor named Charles
Geneo Carollino. Now on this acuouut Fame
ritii hated Carelliuo with a deadly hatred which
was ini'ivuM'd by the I act that lie owed his
favored rival a good long bill lor more than a

year's clothes. But In: disguised his rage, and
wrote to the tailor, saying that he knew moiuy
would be wanted for the marriage, and that if
he and his intended bride would pay a Friendly
call fiie next day the aoe »unt should be paid.
The young couple culled, and were politely re

ceivod by the 1'rofcssor in his studio. The
conversation was cleverly turned to the subject
of electricity, and of its many wonders Farue-
rini eloquently discoursed, offering to give
them a slight shock from his machine. He
placed them hand in hand, and put one pole
of the battery bet worn the fair fingers of the
young lady, giving the other to the tailor..
Then lie turned the machine on at its !:il!
strength. A half stiHed ery broke from tin-
two lovers, who foil and twisted convulsively
in their agony, executing the most terrible con¬

tortions. overt limine Hie furniture and bruis¬
ing their limbs in their desperate attempt to

escape. Orlando Farnerini looked on, and
laughed with vengeful 1 glee. Id about five
minutes there remained only a frightful en-

tanglemcnt of two corpses. Then Farneriui
turned off the current, and went to tell the po¬
lice all about the matter. Figaro thinks thai
men of science will find it difficult to get clothes
on credit in the future. Probably, also, young
men wishing to marry will take can' that they
do not cross the pa-siou <if a Prulessor.

Loi:ih.i*n (V»i;sty..[From the Loudoun
.Mirror. | Quite a heavy .storm passed over the
I,'uion and Bloomfield neighborhood on Thurs¬
day evening last, attended with uiueh thunder
and lightning. During the prevalence of the
storm. tw.i head ofyoutur cattle, belonging to
Mr. il. C. Littleton, while grazing in the field,
w« re .»truck and killed by lightning.
We have in Leesburg at this moment.a living

evidence of the healthfulness of the place. A
gentleman from Washington reached here on
the first day of dune in wretched health, weigh
ing but 104 pounds. He now weighs I5<i.
making a clear gain, in less than two months,
of 4»> pounds. J,ike a prudeut man be wants
to buy a home and make this hi- permanent
abode.

Mass Fishing is one of the favorite amuse¬
ments of a portion of our population. Almost
every day there arc fishing excursions tit the
river, and souie of them quite .successful.
The drought in this section is getting alarm¬

ing. Streams that-were never known to fail
before, are almost entirely dried up.there i-
scarcely a mill in the county that is able to
'"turn a wheel," and in some quarters the peo¬
ple hare been compelled to send a long distance
for the staff of life.
Algernon iS. Tebbs, esq., formerly of Lees-

hurg. reached this town on Friday, in a very
prostrate condition..so much so that he had
to be carried about on a bed. He has been in
New York for some weeks, where he suffered
a severe attack of inflammatory rheumatism.
He is accompanied by bis son. l.>r. A. S. I'ebbs.
.and under the kind attention of "mine host
of the Osburn House, he. is we areglad to learn,
already much improved.
A Marriage in Diplomatic Hk;h Life..

It has already ben stated that Gen. von Schwei-
tnitz, the German embassador at the Court of
Vienna, will lead Miss Jay, the daughter of
the American minister there, to the hymeneal
altar in the course of the ensuing autumn. The
Hungarian Llovd says that Prince Bismarck
has at length accorded the necessary official
consent to this marriage. These nuptials, ac
cording to the information of the said journal,
were to have been celebrated last year, but at
that time Prince Bismarck refused his official
consent. It is added that the painful expe¬
rience made by the German chancellor,in Ini'iO.
with reference to the famous "Csedom note"
was the eausc, en principe, of the refusal in
question.

it would appear that the sccret of the said
"Usedom note" was divulged by a lady. As
soon as this fact became known to the then
"Count" Bismarck, an order was forthwith
issued prohibiting the marriage of a German
diplomatist without the official consent of his
government having been previously obtained.
All this may be very well, as far as it goes, but
if it be true that Prince Bismarck's consent
was withheld last year in reference to General
You Schweimiu's marriage with Miss .lay for
want of sufficient confidence in that lady s dis¬
cretion. then it must be evident that potent in¬
fluences must have been brought to bear upon
the German Chancellor since that petiod to
have changed his views upon so interesting a

subject.
Duikd Potatoes..Persons who have never

traveled in a country where vegetables are not
to be procured can form no idea of the enjoy¬
ment a dish of potatoes affords. And yet pota¬
toes may be carried in so concentrated a form
that a canister weighing only a few pounds will
supply a great many dressings, quite equal to
any mashed potatoes one tastes at an English
table. We speak from experience in commen¬

dation of the extreme value of dried potatoes to
travelers who arc going to traverse desert,
sandy countries. The grand secret of preser¬
vation is that of driving off all the watery parts.
The method generally adopted to accomplish
this end we will try to explain. The potatoes,
after being thoroughly washed, are then boiled
until done, and next their skins are removed.
The potato is divided into fine shreds by me¬

chanical means, and while in this state the water
is driven off by exposure to heat. The material
is left in a condition much resembling rice, and
in this shape it may be ground to flour, if
desired. The extract of potatoes prepared in
this way can be employed for making soups and
other dishes, and by addiug boiling water, a

dish in every way resembling mashed potatoes,
cooked directly from potatoes in the ordinary
manner, is obtained..London Field.

District Radical Convention.
The Radical Convention of this Congressional

District met at the Court House, in this city,
to-day at noou, and was called to order by J. N.
Tborneof Winchester, chairman of the District
Central Committee, when, upon motiou of R.
D. Beck ley, who said there were letters from
members of the Central Committee to be reud
that should uot appear in print, in reference to
the aetion of the Convention, he would, there¬
fore, move that the Conveution go into caucus
for one hour, which motion prevailing, by a
vote of 4 to 3 all those uot friendly to the cause
were requested to retire, and the doors were
closed upon the reporters.

It is understood that in caucu-1 a letter from
the chairujau of the District Committee was
read recommending that u.» nomination for Con-
gree he made, and arguing that it*.such a course
was pursued twenty five thousand vote.- against
Greeley would he secured. .

The subject elieited an animated debate, but
no definite conclusion was reached.
One of the speakers stated that North Caro

lioa was considered doubtful, for the rea-ou that
the iKuuoerats had charge of the registration
lists, and that if the Radicals were defeated
there meetings would at once be called in vari¬
ous parts of Virginia. If North Carolina weut
Kadieal at this election he had no doubt ihat
Virginia would go for(.rrant by a large majority !
At one o'clock the doors having been thrown

open, the Convention proceeded to organize. I
C. O'Neal, of Alexandria, being chosen chair¬
man, and 11. U. Holmes, of Loudoun, secretary.
Mr.O'N al, on taking thechair, thanked the

Convention, in a very brief speech, in which
he said that it must be remembered that the
cause of the common e mntry was at stake.
A committee of three on credentials was ap

pointed consisting of Sherman of Fairfax, iSy-iax of Alexandria, and Eggboru ol Culpeper.
The committee having retired returded into

the Convention and reported the following
delegates:
Culpeper.Wm. II. Kirehorii. and CI. W.

.Jamison.
Loudoun lvlward Nichols, 11. 1!. Holmes,

James M. Huge, ami Owen T. Holmes.
1'ivderick--J.M. Thome, ami L. K. Savage.
Madison.K. (J. Johnson, Henry J.Abbott.

Alternates, 1). S. Balls, and Horace Porter.
Fauquier..James 1). Henry, McAlister R.

Creigg, Littleton Jackson, Chas. Williams.
Fairfax.Alex. 11 ai*rlit and Franklin Shear¬

man.

Rappahannock -John II. Settle and Albert
Down.
Warren . A. Johnston, and 11. lloey.
Orange.W. W.Johnson and <ieo. Lewi*.
Alexandria.J no. 15. Syphax. L. C. ON al,

V . P.Corbett and S. F. YanAnkon.
('larke.Knos Kiehinoml.
Iv C. J'lhuson. of .Madison, read from the

(Jazctte of yesterday an iteiu in reference to the
position of Mr. Sherman of Fairfax, reported
to have said that he would probably support
Grecl'-.s. and offered a resolution ''that those
gentlemen, if any there be, who favor the elec-
tion or Hnrace Greeley and B. Gratz Brown
for President and Yice President, or against
Crraut and Wilson be, and hereby are. request
ed to withdraw from taking any part in this
Convention."

Mr. Sherman explained that his position had
been misstated, and that while he was not en¬

thusiastically for <iiant. and did not want him
nominated, yet as between (irant and tireclev,
lie .should certainly support Grant.
The explanation was considered .satisfactory

and the resolution was withdrawn.
On motion of V. P. Corbett, I. C. O'Neal

w-is made permanent President. and K. H
Holmes permanent Secretary of the Conven¬
tion.

After some discussion as to the mode of ap¬
pointing a District Committee, the Convention
proceed to Dominate and elect the Commute as
follows:

Culpeper, W. A McNulty; I/mdoun. Ed
ward Nichols: Frederick, John Lynn; Madi«on,
D. L Balls: Fauquier. McAlister Craic; Fax
fax, Job Hauxhurst; Rappahannock, J. H Set-
tie; Warren, llenry Roy; Orange. J. T. Daven¬
port; Alexandria, J. Syphax; Clarke, J. W.
Bcetuan

K. Fi. White was elected chairman of the
Di-trict Committee, by acclamation.

Nominations tar a Presidential election being
in order. Edward Daniels, of Fairfax, L. L.
Lewis, of Culpeper. J. E. Harge-rv, of Fred¬
erick. J. Syphax, of Alexandria. W. Williams,
of Loudoun, W. Will mghby, of Alexandria,
McAlister Crag, of Fauquier, and John Roy,
of Warren, were named, and a ballot being or
dcred re.-ultcd as follows

1st ballot.Lewis, 6; Williams. ]<.: Syphax,
8; Daniels. 5; Willouehby, 1.
There being no election, another ballot was

ordered, and taken as follows .

2nd ballot.William-*, 16; Diniels. 4:
Syphax, 7.
" W. Williams was therefore declared the
choice of the Convention and his election made
unanimous

J. M. Thome then offered the following res-
olutiou. wliieli was adopted without debate

Kesolvcd, That the platform of the Repub-
litiau party of Virginia, narrowed by no effate
issues, welcomes upon it.s broad surface, all
without regard to party record in the past, who
believe that the principles it upholds and the
policy it advocates now. are the best that nre
offered for the" maintenance of the national
honor and the preservation of its welfare.

Ij. K. Savage then off-red the following res
olution, which was also adopted without de¬
bate :

Resolved, That in the present attitude of
political affairs affecting the representation of
this Congressional District in the next Congress,
this convention deem it now inexpedient and
impolitic to nominate a candidate.
A resolution for an adjournment subject to

the call of the chairman and members of the
Di>trict Committee elicited a debate, in which
J. \\\ Woltz, secretary of the State Radical
Committee, took part, and being referred to by
John Syphax, informed the latter that his ig¬
norance of conventional proceedings was very
apparent, to which Syphax retorted that he
could afford to take personalities from the
speaker. The res .lution was finally adopted as
follows:

Resolved, That when this convention ad¬
journs, it be to meet subject to the call of the
District Committee.
A motion to delegate to the District Conven¬

tion the power to nominate a candidate if
deemed advisable, was offered, but not receiv¬
ing a second, a motion to adjourn was put and
carried, and the convention declared adjourned.
The District Congressional Committee sub¬

sequently met, K K..White President, and or¬

ganized by electing D. P. Thorpe, secretary,
and T. B. Pinn, Assistant Secretary.
President Adams an the Erudite La¬

borer..The following is told of John Quincy
Adams: S«»me years before his election to the
presidency, while walking in the neighborhood
of his home, he stopped to sympathize with an
Irishman who was engaged in some disagreea¬
ble occupation. To bis words of sympathy the
loborer ra plied :

"Sed leviusfit paiientia.
Quicquid corrigere est nefas."

Mr. Adams sjiid he was as mueh astonished
to hear a quotation from his favorite author by
such a person, amid such surroundings, as he
would nave been by a remark from one of his
oxen. On inquiry, he found the laborer bad
been educated in a Catholic seminary in Ire¬
land, and was working to obtain means to con¬
tinue his studies. Their Horatian symyathy
drew them together; he eniered into Mr.
Adam's service and for many years they contin¬
ued, in their different relations, attached
friends.

| ('OMMLWK'ATF.D.
Longevity*..The term of human life docs

not in general cxeeed 80 years, l'Ut instances
occasionally occur of persons living to the age
of lUO years and upwards. tSucn instances, how-
ever, have uot excited that general attention,
which from the nature of the subject might be
expected, and it is only of late years that any
extensive collection of thorn has been formed,
or attempts made to ascertain the circumstan¬
ces and situations in which the different indi¬
vidual" preserved their lives to an ago so much
beyond the u-ual lot of man.
About seventy years ago an author by the

name oi' Kaston published a catalogue, which,
though defective, contained the names and
some particulars of 1,712 persons who had at¬
tained to a century and upwards, having died
at the following a^e*:
Fr..m 100 to 110 years 1,:J10

" 110 t'< 1 liti "
" 1JO to 130 " M

1 -W) to 14< i "

140 to 150
150 to i»wj
100 to 170
170 to l!>5

1,712
The circum.-tances which chiefly tend to pro¬

mote longevity may be reduced to the follow¬
ing heads:

1. Climate. A large majority of this record
of great aye were inhabitants of Great Britain.
Ireland, France, Germany.and North of Karo; el
Irom which it appears that moderate or even,
eolil climates are the most favorable to long lit!'.
Heat relaxes and enfeebles, while cold consoli¬
dates and strengthens the human fi.iuie. The
diet also of hot countries is les- uouri.>bing than
that of cold ones, and there is a greater dispo¬
sition aud greater opportunities to indulge in
excesses in the former than iu the latter.

Parentage, Being born of healthy parents
and exempt from hereditary disease, an- eir-
cuuistances favorable to i he duration of life,
aud numeroU> iu-tuuees warrant the opinion
that longeviry prevails in some families mure
than in others, or that descent from long lived
ancestors is one of the circumstance.* which
give the greatest probability of attaining to
extreme old age.

M. Form and size. It is generally admitted
that persons of a compact shape, aud of a mode¬
rate stature, are tno&t likely to live long, 'fall
persons frequently acquire a habit ol stopping
which contracts the chest, and is a great im|ie
dimeut to free respiration, while the short sized
find little difficulty iu keeping themselvesereet,
and are naturally much more active, aud the
animal functions are retained in a state of great
er perfection. One disadvantage attending a
short stature is. that it is frequently accompan¬
ied with corpulence, which i- rather unf«v.>r
able to long life. I M»KX.

(To be continued )
('O.M.MI XH A1 l.li.

The Water Famine.. Im<>ih tli«* iifluuitirms
of yesterday, I hoped that, :it last, the very r<

tuarkahle drought was about to bo broken. an !
reasonable aud Copious falls of rain were t«> 1-u
inaugurated at this auspicious time, viz: the
Thursday before the chance ol the moon, thu>
assuring all moonologists of regular supplies .!
rain durin.tr the next moon, and thereby re¬
lieving the thirsty earth, and giving bouutiful
supplies. But, again are we disappointed.aiii
without we have a sudden change within lew
hours all ol' our proi»n<-stirations will have
failed for 1 lie first time. \\ ho can t- ll the ><*n

..us- result ft tu a whole peoply a*jd State, it ill"
Messed rains are atraiu withheld for a month?
Locally. I woulu, advise our water eotnpany.
whose stiait> are easily divined, if all is true a-

reported from other cities aud other water eom-
panies, to Lake instant mea-ures to keep up a

supply of the needed liquid. Their s not so

desperate a case. Although the runs may I'aii.
a critical examination has showed uie that by
clearing out the tail raee at their works 'he
tide will give them three or four feet of water
along side of their pump. An additional pump
with but little gearing to their present steam
power will afford ample supplies as lomr as the
Potomac ebbs and flows In the meantime, one
of the steamers .belonging to our fire depart¬
ment can, from the same source, with two see
tions of hose, keep U|» a large additional sup¬
ply to the upper raee, now b' iiiir rapidly ex¬
hausted. Moi»NOLOUI>T.
That MlssiNO liny..Mention lias several

times been made in (his paper of the myste¬
rious disappearance of a l>«y named Hunter
Marshall, from the residence of hi- mother.
Maiigie Alexander, a very respeetable colored
woman, who lives on College Hill. .Several
times she thought she had discovered him. but
upon investigation the boy that was found
proved to be somebody el>e. The poor old wo
man has walked many miles in the rain in the
hope of finding him. and has a'mo.st despaired
of seeing him again.
We last niirht received the following coin run

nication. which may po.-.-ibly throw some light
upon this strariL'e ca.-e '.. Lynch R<jmhhoiH.
ALEXASIMUA. July 2'J. ." Ji'jnil.ii

win : Your Saturday's paper says a colored
woman, uauied Maggie Alexander, has lost a

boy, named Hunter Marshall. L write to teil
you that there is ahoy coufined in the county
jail in this city, who is probably the boy you
refer to. fie gives his name as Charles .len-
kins, and says lie is from Lynchburg. lie i-
apparently about nine or ten year." old, and i-

a small black boy. \\ hen lie came here he
had on a pair of dark pants, with black stt ipe-
in them, and a pair of new pegged boots. fie
speaks very quickly. He was taken up here
on the 24th, of thi* month, and wa- sent to

jail. I believe, from the description in the
Republican, that he is the boy you speak of;
if he is not, we would like to know if anybody
else in your city has le.<t a hoy. If his friend-
will write to "Mr. H. ('line, county jailor, Al¬
exandria," they can bear further from tlii-

boy. Yours. Truly, I>. 15.

Tiik " Pick kit PaT'F.rs. ".The N-w York
Herald ask.-whether the purchase of'snch tiling'-
is a legitimate duty of the admini-tration? I?
add.-: "These papers, il'honestly pun-h:i>-d f>r
the government, cannot properly l»" in thr
cnstoily of the republican central «">i>iiuiir«*tr.
I/'they were boughr for the use of that party
let its committee hone-tly pay the nation for
them. The people will riot sanction the idea
that the federal administration and the repuhli
can central executive committee are i«l«.*nti<*;il.
Lot that cammittee carry on its own l»u*iiir>>,
procure and publish its own papers. If ir i-
proper lor the government to pay Pickett for
partisan document? it would be just as pr-.|»«*r
to pay the party printing bills from the f.d>ial
treasury. This Confederate archives job i- a

gross outrage upon the people, a burning di-
grace to the administration which permit.- it.
These papers have been in the market for years.
General Rawlins would not buy them without
examination. Mr.Reward would not have
them at all. Their authenticity is seriou-!y
denied. In spite of all this Mr. Iloutwcll pays
Pickett severity five thousand dollars for coring
them, and after their purchase they .-eem to b«*
only used for party purpo-es, and valuless at

that.
TllR coupons and interest on ll< gi-tered

Bonds, due August Iof First Mortgage
Kigfit per cent, Gold Bunds of the St. Joseph
and Denver City Railroad Company, will lx*
paid by the Farmer's Loan and Trust Company,
of New Vork. Messrs. Turner & Co., II W all
street, New Vork.are the agents for the sal'- of
these bonds.

I7*STRAY COW. Carne to the subscriber, "n

-i Saturday, the 27th in-tant,a KKD CO\\\
which the owner t-Hn obtain by proving hit;
property and paying chorees.

JOHN WILSON,
jy 31-3Convab scent Cam p. Alexa . c<>.

PKIM K SUGAK-CIJ KEI> SIlolLDKRS
for sale by G. W M. RAM >A V,

jy 31 S. E. cor. King and St. Asaph st-.


